
PARISH
PROFILE

Applegarth, Sibbaldbie & Johnstone linked with
Lochmaben Parish Churches



We are seeking a minister who will:
• Lead us in worship and prayer without compromising essen-

tial beliefs and the reverence of worship.  

• Encourage us to discover and use our gifts in Christ’s service 
and offer leadership and stewardship to everyone.

• Be part of our community, open and approachable to all the 
people within both parishes.

• Show sensitivity and concern to people of all age groups in 
the parishes.

• Lead us in mission and outreach in our parishes.

• Embrace and encourage those in the community, especially 
young people who may not have been involved in church life 
but are interested in learning more about Christian life.

Applications are invited from Ministers both within and outwith 
the United Kingdom.

Mission Statement
We believe that our worship should be God-glorifying and 
Christ-centred, leading people of all ages to be brought to a sav-
ing faith in Jesus Christ; that unity and prayer are essential to the 
life and witness of our Church; that all should receive a warm and 
caring welcome to our Church and help and comfort be given to 
those in need.
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The two Parishes
The linked parishes are in Dumfries and Galloway in the southwest of Scotland.  There are very 
good connections to the M74 motorway and the mainline railway at Lockerbie.  We are some 1.5 
hours from the cities of Glasgow, Edinburgh and Newcastle.  The postcode for Applegarth Church 
is DG11 1SX whilst that for Lochmaben in DG11 1NX.

Lochmaben is a Royal Burgh with an increasing population of around 2500, the largest settlement 
in the charge.  It has a long and proud history including the site of Robert the Bruce’s castle.

In Lochmaben there are shopping facilities for everyday needs: part time post office, baker/cafe, 
general grocer, greengrocer, take away food shop, ice cream parlour, chemist, dentist, hairdresser, 
and beauty salon.  Supermarkets are sited in Lockerbie and Dumfries, with department stores in 
Dumfries and Carlisle.  There is first class and active childcare and nursery provision in Lochmaben. 
There is a primary school with nursery class at Lochmaben and primary schools in Applegarth 
and Johnstonebridge. Secondary schooling is provided at Lockerbie Academy.  The University 
of Glasgow and the University of the West of Scotland both operate on the Crichton Campus in 
Dumfries along with Dumfries and Galloway College.  Scotland's Rural College operates locally at 
the Barony Campus, Parkgate.

The surrounding countryside is predominantly a farming area and is also important for forestry.  
Several businesses in the country area of the charge are related to these activities with a number 
of timber processing plants at Steven’s Croft within the parish of Applegarth, Sibbaldbie and 
Johnstone. A local roof tile manufacturer sends its products nationwide and the farmer owned Arla 
Foods factory is nearby.

Recreational facilities in and around both parishes are exceptional with a large Community Centre 
located near Lochmaben Primary School, a sailing club, bowling and tennis clubs, a golf club, a 
football pitch with new changing room facilities, lochs to walk round and woods to explore, with the 
Annandale Way running through both parishes.  There are opportunities for fishing and a nearby 
bird sanctuary. There are also active groups for children and the elderly. Johnstonebridge has an 
active community development trust which owns and manages the new Community Centre. This 
houses a post office and has sports and events facilities.  It hosts a weekly lunch club, various 
sports clubs and groups, a youth club, the SWI, the annual Johnstone Show and private functions.
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Background to the vacancy
Our two rural parishes have been linked for 40 years in successful 
co-operation and with understanding of our own unique 
individualities. Since the retirement of our minister, services at 
Lochmaben church are taken by a group of local pulpit supply 
and occasionally by members of our own congregation. Services 
at Applegarth Church are taken by the elders.

Sunday services commence at 10am in Applegarth Church 
followed by Lochmaben at 11.30 am, leaving ample time for the 
minister to travel the four miles between the two locations.  

We are looking for a minister who will encourage younger people 
to take part in our church life and join our family. We feel that 
a minister who has a willingness to be involved with people, 
especially young people, and relating to them is seen as the 
way to maintain and strengthen our churches here in beautiful 
Annandale.



Applegarth, Sibbaldbie and Johnstone

A church has existed on the site of Applegarth since 1140. The present church was built in 1760. 
The church buildings are currently listed as category “B”.

Applegarth church became linked with Lochmaben church at the end of 1980 and in 2003 a union 
was established between Applegarth, Sibbaldbie & Johnstone.

The church’s spiritual and pastoral supervision is managed by a single Kirk Session and consists 
of the Minister and all elders, several of whom have additional responsibility for Presbytery, Fabric 
and Treasury duties.

Included in the Church property are the two Church Glebe lands, adjacent to the River Annan.  
Both are rented to local farmers.  However, it should be noted that the Glebe provides the Minister 
of Applegarth, Sibbaldbie and Johnstone parish church certain fishing rights in the River Annan at 
Applegarth town.

Johnstone parish is situated in the north of the charge; it is widespread geographically with a 
growing village (Johnstonebridge) in its midst. The school is a focal point of the village, and the 
local residents support the varied activities.  

Applegarth has a weekly service and (prior to the pandemic) one service a month was held in 
Johnstonebridge Community Centre with fellowship in the form of refreshments following the 
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service. Similar fellowship was also offered once a month in Applegarth church following the 
service.

Applegarth has an active Guild which meets over the winter months in Johnstonebridge Community 
Centre. Speakers cover a variety of topics, but the overall theme is informal, friendly and all about 
fellowship.  The Guild also holds an annual soup and pudding lunch, welcoming congregation 
members (past and present).

Other activities centre on family and fellowship (involving the wider community) and have included 
Christmas Carol services at Johnstonebridge, an annual Duck Race and fundraising activities such 
as fun days and sponsored walks.
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Lochmaben
The present Church in Lochmaben was built 
in 1820 and is very prominently situated at 
the end of Lochmaben’s wide, tree-lined 
High Street. The church is category “A” 
listed and well maintained. At the south 
end is a 1950s extension with vestry, toilets, 
meeting room etc., all of which underwent 
a major update 12 years ago. In 2020, 
looking forward to the 200th anniversary, 
we redecorated the church, installed a new 
heating system and exchanged the pews 
for individual seats; this modernised the 
interior in anticipation of using the church 
as a multi-functional venue. Lochmaben 
church has live streaming capability, a 
good sound system (with sound technology 
expertise within the congregation), screen 
and projector.

There is a very fine German organ which 
celebrated its centenary in 2002 and which 
is in regular use every Sunday during 
services. We are fortunate to also have 
an electronic keyboard/organ. The church 
choir leads the singing at services and is led 
by a very talented organist and fine singer.

One of the two Church bells, rung every 
Sunday, is the Bruce Bell which dates from 
the early 14th century and is thought to be 
the oldest in Scotland still in regular use.

The spiritual life of the Church is led by the Unitary Session which has several sub-committees 
reporting back to the main governing body to deal with specific areas. These sub-groups include 
Mission & Discipleship, Pastoral Care, Property and Finance. The elders have responsibility for the 
pastoral care of designated areas within the parish.  We recently have inducted two new elders.

We have very few children attending at the moment but a key priority is to welcome more 
involvement with younger folk.  We also have crèche facilities when required. 

The Guild meets monthly and has enthusiastic members, organising speakers and raising funds for 
various charities. 

Thirty years ago a link was established with Chogoria, Kenya. More recently, our previous minister 
visited and formed strong bonds with the pastors and people of Schoonhaven, Ghana. Our 
congregation supported a student midwife through her course of study and several times a year 
financial help is given to a leprosarium in the area.

We receive regular newsletters from a missionary in Nepal and she visits our church when she is 
home.

Christian Aid and MAF are also supported by our members.

Locally the church organises a fortnightly collection and delivery to a food bank and lunch group.

The Church Hall is situated 5 minutes’ walk from the church and comprises a small and a large hall, 
a kitchen and toilets.  The Church Hall underwent major renovations about 9 years ago making it 
a favourite venue in the town for many small groups as a comfortable and modern place to meet.
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It is used by Rainbows, 
Brownies, Sing for Fun 
and the Church Choir 
on a weekly basis, 
and coffee mornings 
and other fundraising 
events run by the 
Church. The children’s 
holiday club meets here 
for games, craft, bible 
stories and singing. An 
annual favourite which 
has involved the wider 
community for over 30 
years is Carols Round 
the Tree on Christmas 
Eve. 

We welcome local 
organisations using 
the easily accessible 
hall, this has included 
activities such as such 
as Pilates, Highland 
Dancing, Yoga, and 
groups such as the 
Art Group, the Guild, 
the Women’s Institute 
and Lochmaben Little 
People (a pre-school 
group).
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Teddies ready to go to Ghana



Manse
The manse for the combined parishes is located in Lochmaben.  It is a very impressive full 2 storey 
detached red sandstone Victorian house set in a commanding position with views to the east and 
south.  It has 4 bedrooms and 3 reception rooms and is well maintained in good condition. There is 
one en-suite bedroom and a large dining kitchen. There are outhouses and a double garage with 
power. Heating is by mains gas.  The manse is bounded on two sides by garden, at the rear by the 
outhouses and the main entrance side and immediate front is tarmacked.

Opportunities and Aspirations
Office Bearers of both congregations have a positive attitude to their involvement and are looking 
forward to working under the leadership of a person with enthusiasm and innovative ideas.  

There are opportunities to meet and influence young people in the three primary schools through 
regular involvement in the life of these schools, and through the various youth organisations not 
attached to the church but meeting in the church hall. There are also opportunities to meet older 
people through visits to the lunch clubs and friendship group.

A new minister and family can expect to be warmly welcomed into the congregations.  The parishes 
offer opportunities to a new minister which can be realised with the support of appreciative, caring 
and helpful congregations.

Lochmaben church services have been regularly attended to a maximum number allowed under 
covid restrictions, initially a maximum of 25, rising to more than 65 now in regular attendance.  
During the pandemic, services were made available online, with 300 people accessing these. Prior 
to the pandemic the quarterly communion services varied between 80 and 100 communicants.

Probably our greatest opportunity is to encourage young people to see the relevance of Christ in 
their lives and make them feel comfortable in the worship offered by the Church. This might mean 
we may have to adapt our services.



To arrange a visit and for all initial enquiries, please contact our Interim Moderator:-

Rev David Whiteman
12 Plumdon Park Avenue
ANNAN
DG12 6EY
Telephone:  01461 392048
Email:  Dwhiteman@churchofscotland.org.uk

Or contact the Clerk to the Vacancy Nominating Committee:-
Miss Natalie Anderson : natalieanderson456@btinternet.com

Useful sources or further information:

Websites
Lochmaben Church
www.lochmabenchurchofscotland.co.uk

Lochmaben Church OSCR Records
www.oscr.org.uk/about-charities/search-the-register/charity-details?number=SC004644 

Applegarth, Sibbaldbie & Johnstone Church Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Applegarthsibbaldbie-and-johnstone-church
 
Applegarth, Sibbaldbie and Johnstone OSCR Record
www.oscr.org.uk/about-charities/search-the-register/charity-details?number=13947 

Lochmaben & District Community Initiative
www.lochmaben.org.uk 

Dumfries & Galloway Council
www.dumgal.gov.uk 

Dumfries & Galloway Health Board
www.nhsdg.co.uk 

Education Scotland
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/

Lochmaben Golf Course and Kirk Loch



Holiday Club in the Church Hall

Backbone of any Church



Thursday Coffee Morning in Chuch Hall

Donations off to the Food Bank



Situation of Applegarth, Sibbaldbie & Johnstone linked with Lochmaben



The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
His mercies never come to an end;
They are new every morning;
Great is thy faithfulness.
“The Lord is my portion” says my soul,
“Therefore I will hope in him.”
         Lamentations 3: 22-24


